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1. New Post Office Bill salient provisions

Introduction

After being passed in the Rajya Sabha on December 4, the Post Office Bill, 2023, was
brought to the Lok Sabha for consideration. Seeking to repeal the 125-year-old Indian
Post Office Act of 1898, the Bill contains provisions that allow the Centre to intercept,
open, or detain any item, and deliver it to customs authorities.

The Bill aims to “consolidate and amend the law relating to Post Office in India,” which
today provides many services beyond simply mail delivery. Mail delivery was the
primary concern of the Indian Post Office Act of 1898. The Post Office network today
has become a vehicle for delivery of different citizen-centric services, which
necessitated the repeal enactment of a new law, the Bill states.

Post officers can “intercept” any item

Notably, Section 9 of the Bill allows the Centre to, by notification, empower any officer
to "intercept, open or detain any item” in the interest of state security, friendly relations
with foreign states, public order, emergency, public safety, or contravention of other
laws. This provision also allows post officers to hand over postal items to customs
authorities if they are suspected to contain any prohibited item, or if such items are
liable to duty.

This is similar to Sections 19, 25, and 26 of the 1898 Act. Section 19(1) disallowed
persons from sending by post “any explosive, dangerous, filthy, noxious or deleterious
substance, any sharp instrument not properly protected, or any living creature which
is either noxious or likely to injure postal articles” or postal service officers in the course
of transmission.

Furthermore, the power to intercept any prohibited or restricted articles during
transmission by post, or any postal article for public good during emergency or in the
interest of public safety could also be exercised by the government and its officials
under Sections 25 and 26 of the 1898 Act.

The Law Commission in 1968, while examining the 1898 Act, observed that the term
emergency is not explicitly defined, thereby allowing significant discretion while
intercepting goods.
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The Post Office exempt from liability

Besides this, Section 10 exempts the Post Office and its officer from “any liability by
reason of any loss, mis-delivery, delay, or damage in course of any service provided by
the Post Office,” except such liability as may be prescribed. The 1898 Act too exempted
the government from liability for any lapses in postal service, except where such
liability was undertaken expressly.

Moreover, the 2023 Bill removes all penalties and offences under the 1898 Act. For
example, offences committed by post office officials such as misconduct, fraud, and
theft, among others, have been deleted entirely. At the same time, if anyone refuses
or neglects to pay the charges for availing a service provided by the Post Office, such
amount shall be recoverable “as if it were an arrear of land revenue due” from them.

Removes Centre’s exclusivity
The present Bill has removed Section 4 of the 1898 Act, which allowed the Centre the
exclusive privilege of conveying by post, from one place to another, all letters.

Effectively, this exclusivity was already lost by the 1980s, with the rise of private courier
services. Since neither the Post Office Act of 1898 nor the Indian Post Office Rules,
1933 had defined the term “letter” anywhere, courier services bypassed the 1898 law
by simply calling their couriers “documents” and “parcels”, rather than “letters.”.

The 2023 Bill, for the first time, regulates private courier services by bringing it under
its ambit. While the government acknowledges its lack of exclusivity, it has also
widened the ambit of the law in order to intercept and detain any postal article, as
opposed to just letters.

Opposition highly critical of the Bill

Several members of the Opposition have vociferously criticised the Bill, saying that
despite promising to update the Colonial law, it keeps the most draconian provisions
that it contained.

Relevance: GS Prelims & Mains Paper Il; Governance
Source: The Indian Express

2. PM Modi to inaugurate Surat Diamond Bourse, the world’s biggest workspace

Introduction

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the newly-built Surat Diamond Bourse
(SDB), claimed to be the world’s biggest office space in a single project, in Gujarat. The
complex has reportedly beaten the US's Pentagon in capacity by having 4,200 diamond
trading offices.
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What is the diamond
| bourse?
The  Surat  Diamond
Bourse (SDB) has been
planned to expand and
shift the diamond trading
business from Mumbai to
Surat, the hub of cutting
and polishing diamonds.

: ’ P Surat’s diamond trading

— Gt o a5 ' ~  market is located at
ﬁ:““““"“‘"’*‘“" "~ present in Mahidharpra
Hira bazaar and Varachha Hira Bazaar, where traders make transactions standing on
the streets with almost no security measures. A major part of the diamond trading,
however, happens in Mumbai at Bandra Kurla Complex (BKC), which has the amenities
for international buyers.

Sources in the diamond industry say Mumbai has a space crunch and office real estate
is pricey. Besides, a major chunk of the diamond traded in Mumbai is manufactured in
Surat, from where local angadias carry them to Mumbai on trains, taking over 4.5
hours.

Biggest office space in the world

The SDB has been built on an area of 66 lakh square feet at DREAM (Diamond Research
and Mercantile) city. It is bigger than the biggest office space in the world, The
Pentagon in the United States.

Diamond businesses under one roof

The Surat Diamond Bourse has the capacity of about 4,200 offices ranging from 300
square feet to 7,5000 square feet each. The bourse has nine towers, each with ground
plus 15 floors.

All diamond-related activities and infrastructure, such as sale of rough diamonds and
polished diamonds, diamond manufacturing machineries, software used in diamond
planning, diamond certificate firms, lab-grown diamonds, etc. will be available in the

bourse.

Apart from this, 27 retail outlets of diamond jewellery will also be opened, for
international and national buyers.

The governing body
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The SDB core committee has seven members including Chairman. All of them are
major diamond players. The construction started in December 2017 and was finished
in just five years. The total project cost is Rs 3,200 crore.

The thematic landscaping is based on the ‘panch tatva’ theme, comprising the five
elements of nature (air, water, fire, earth, and sky).

Relevance: GS Prelims & Mains Paper Ill; Economics
Source: The Indian Express & The Hindu

3. History of the Krishna Janmasthan temple in Mathura

Why in news?

The Supreme Court on December 15 declined to stay an order issued by the Allahabad
High Court a day earlier allowing a survey of the Shahi ldgah mosque in Mathura,
believed to have been built at Krishna Janmasthan, the site where Lord Krishna was
born.

The mosque was built in the 17th century during the reign of the Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb. The application filed by Hindu petitioners who asked for the survey said
that “it is a matter of fact and history that Aurangzeb...issued orders for demolition of
a large number of Hindu religious places and temples including the temple standing
at the birth place of Lord Shree Krishna...”

Here's the history of the site and the mosque, based on what the historical record says.

The first temple at the site was built 2,000 years ago, in the 1st century CE.
Located in the heart of Braj, along the banks of the Yamuna, Mathura assumed
importance as a trading and administrative hub during the time of the Mauryas (4th
to 2nd centuries BCE).

For pilgrims, the most important site in Mathura was the Krishna Janmasthan, the
birthplace of Lord Krishna. The historian A W Entwistle recorded that the first Vaishnava
temple at the Krishna Janmasthan site was probably built in the 1st century CE, and a
grander temple was constructed during the reign of Chandragupta I, also known as
Vikramaditya, around 400 CE

Alexander Cunningham (1814-93), the first archaeologist of British India and founder
director general of the Archeological Survey of India (ASI), believed that the site
originally contained Buddhist structures that were destroyed, and some of the material
was used to build the Hindu temple. Excavations in the area have uncovered remains
of a large Buddhist complex.
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Through the first millennium CE, the temple at Krishna Janmasthan attracted devotees
from across the subcontinent. Buddhist and Jain sites appear to have existed alongside,
and ancient Mathura remained a major Buddhist and Jain centre till the end of the first
millennium CE. Chinese pilgrims Fa Hien/ Faxian (337-422 CE) and Hiuen Tsang/
Xuanzang (602-664 CE), and even later Muslim chroniclers described stupas and
monasteries in Mathura.

The temples were attacked several times, but they could not be destroyed.
Mahmud of Ghazni, sultan of the Persianate Ghaznavid empire from 998 to 1030 CE,
made a series of plundering raids into India from the beginning of the 11th century. In
1017 or 1018 CE, Mahmud showed up in Mathura and, according to the account of the
historian Mahomed Kasim Ferishta (1570-1620), stayed for about 20 days. During this
time, “the city suffered greatly from fire, besides the damage inflicted by pillage,”
Ferishta wrote.

The Jain and Buddhist centres, which were already in decline, did not survive the
onslaught by Mahmud. But the worshipers of Krishna — referred to as Vasudeva by
the Khwarizmian historian and polymath Al-Biruni (973-c. 1050 CE) — were more
resilient. Writing a few years after Mahmud's pillage, Al-Biruni mentioned Mathura as
one of the foremost places of pilgrimage in India, “crowded with Brahmins”.

An inscription in Sanskrit dated to about 1150 CE records the foundation of a Vishnu
temple at the site where the Katra Keshavdev temple now stands. This temple at the
Krishna Janmasthan was “brilliantly white and touching the clouds”, says the
inscription.

This magnificent temple would eventually be knocked down by Sikandar Lodhi (1458-
1517), the sultan of Delhi. This was part of a pattern of destruction seen during the
Delhi Sultanate (1206-1526), Entwistle wrote — almost everything “that was built by
Buddhists, Jains, and Hindus was either abandoned and left to collapse into ruins, or
was destroyed by Muslim iconoclasts.”

Interestingly, it is this decline that contributed to the emergence of a new form of
Vaishnavism in the region. The likes of “Nimbarka, Vallabha, and Chaitanya are thought
to have inspired the reclamation of Braj,” Entwistle wrote.

These Vaishnava Bhakti saints from southern and eastern India preached an intensely
emotional and personal form of Krishna worship, and the general understanding of
Vaishnavism today is rooted in their teachings, the existence of numerous sectarian

differences notwithstanding.

The temples of Mathura saw a resurgence under the early Mughal rulers.

5|Page prepmate.in 75979-00000




The defeat of Ibrahim Lodhi at the First Battle of Panipat in 1526 led to the foundation
of the Mughal dynasty. The Mughals' tenuous hold over power under Babur and
Humayun in the early decades, along with the aforementioned religious movements,
led to a spurt in religious activity in Braj. While no large temples were not built, mostly
for economic reasons and the absence of rich royal patrons, numerous smaller shrines
to Lord Krishna came up in Mathura and nearby Vrindavan.

Things improved further during the long reign of Akbar (1556-1605). Historians
Tarapada Mukherjee and Irfan Habib (among others) have written about a number of
land and revenue grants that the emperor made to temples of various Vaishnavite
sects in Mathura ('Akbar and the Temples of Mathura and its Environs’, Proceedings of
the Indian History Congress, 1987).

Akbar, who had a liberal and tolerant outlook towards other religions and showed
great curiosity about them, personally visited Mathura and Vrindavan on at least three
occasions, and is supposed to have met religious figures such as Swami Haridas (1483-
1573). Rajputs and other Hindus in high positions in the Mughal administration helped
build new temples and restore old ones.

In 1618, during the reign of Akbar’s son Jahangir, Raja Veer Singh Deo, the Rajput ruler
of the Orchha kingdom that was a vassal state of the Mughal Empire, built a grand
temple at the Katra site in Mathura.

This temple, which was described by the French traveller Jean-Baptiste Tavernier who
visited Mathura in 1650, was octagonal in shape, and built with red sandstone. The
Venetian traveller Niccolao Manucci, who visited Mathura in the late 1650s, wrote that
the temple was "“of such a height that its gilded pinnacle could be seen from Agra”.
Dara Shikoh, Jahangir's grandson and the eldest son of Shah Jahan, who was a great
champion of religious coexistence in the empire, ordered renovations to the site,
including the installation of a stone railing around it.

But the temple was ultimately destroyed by the order of Aurangzeb.

Dara, the heir apparent of Shah Jahan, was declared an apostate and killed in 1659 by
Aurangzeb, who had seized power by then. Aurangzeb was a stern, austere, and devout
Muslim, quite the opposite of Dara in religious personality.

In 1660, Aurangzeb appointed Abdul Nabi Khan, who was intensely unpopular with
the Hindu subjects of the empire, the governor of Mathura. In 1661-62, Khan built the
Jama Masjid at the location of the temple that had been destroyed by Sikandar Lodhi.
In 1666, he destroyed the railing built by Dara Shikoh around the Keshavdev temple.
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In 1669, Aurangzeb issued a royal farmaan ordering the destruction of all Hindu
schools and temples, across the Mughal Empire. The Kashi Vishwanath temple in Kashi
was destroyed after the farmaan was issued.

In 1670, he specifically ordered the destruction of Mathura’s Keshavdev temple, and
sponsored the construction of the Shahi Idgah in its place. Jadunath Sarkar, author of
the monumental five-volume History of Aurangzib, wrote that the temple’s deities
were taken to Agra and buried.

Historian-activist Audrey Truschke, author of Aurangzeb: The Man and the Myth
(2017), sought to find an explanation for Aurangzeb’s actions that went beyond just
religious intolerance and bigotry: “Mathura Brahmins may have assisted with Shivaji's
1666 flight from Agra. Moreover, the Keshava Deva Temple had been patronised by
Dara Shukoh, Aurangzeb’s major rival for the throne. More immediately, Jat uprisings
in the region in 1669 and 1670 dealt the Mughals heavy casualties [including the
murder of Abdul Nabi Khan in 1669].”

The major temples of Mathura today were finally built after Independence.

By 1803, Mathura passed under the control of the British East India Company. In 1815,
the Company auctioned 13.37 acres of land at the Katra Keshavdev site to Raja
Patnimal, a wealthy banker from Varanasi. It is this piece of land that is the subject of
the ongoing litigation, with the Hindu side claiming that it included the Shahi Idgah
mosque while the Muslim side saying that it did not.

Raja Patnimal wanted to build a temple at the site, but was prevented by a lack of
funds. Subsequently, his descendants were slapped with a number of lawsuits centred
on the land. In 1944, they ended up selling the land to industrialist Jugal Kishore Birla
who, in 1951, formed the Shri Krishna Janmabhoomi Trust to facilitate the construction
of a temple at the site.

Construction started in 1953, and was funded by industrialists and business families of
India. Construction was completed in 1983, when the temple took its present shape,

adjacent to the Shahi Idgah mosque.
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